23/10/03

ALLOW ME FIRST TO WELCOME YOU ON MY BEHALF AND
ON BEHALF OF THE COUNCIL OF THE BOUCHES DU

RHONE.

YOUR VISIT HONORS US AND WE WANT TO TELL YOU ALL
OUR RESPECT AND ALL OUR PRIDE IN HAVING YOU HERE,
AFTER THE TRAGIC EVENTS WHICH HAVE, 2 YEARS AGO,
PLUNGED INTO MOURNING ALL YOURS FAMILIES AS
WELL AS SO MANY AMERICAN FAMILIES.

AS THIS HORRIFYING ATTEMPT OCCURRED, YOUR NEW
YORK FIRE DEPARTMENT ACTED WITH VERY HIGH
COURAGE AND UNLIMITED SELF-ABNEGATION. YOU
DEEPLY MOVED ALL THOSE IN THE WORLD FOR WHOM
LIFE HAS NO PRICE SO MUCH IT IS PRECIOUS AND WHO
STAND ON THE SIDE OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY . YOU
BECAME THIS WAY THE FIRST REPRESENTATIVES AND
DEFENDERS OF THESE VALUES.

EVERYONE WILL KEEP IN MIND THE IMAGES OF THE
INFERNAL TOWERS, WHERE YOU CARRYED ON YOUR
DANGEROUS MISSION WITHOUT ANY PANIC, CONSCIOUS
OF DOING YOUR DUTY.

MANY OF YOU, ENCIRCLED BY FLAMES, SMOKES AND
SHOUTS, SACRIFICED THEIR LIFES IN ORDER TO SAVE
OTHERS. MANY WERE AWARE THAT FOR THEM THIS
MISSION WAS THE LAST ONE. THEY KNEW THAT THEY
COULD NOT COME BACK ALIVE.

IN MEMORY OF YOUR 343 COLLEAGUES DISAPPEARED ON
SEPTEMBER 11™ 2003, IN MEMORY OF ALL THE
INNOCENTS WHO FALL VICTIMS OF FANATICISM, I
WOULD LIKE TO RESPECT WITH YOU ONE MINUTE OF
SILENCE.

THANK YOU.
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